Ravenfield Parish Council
Minutes of the Ravenfield Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 10 December 2020 at 6.30pm via Zoom video conference, and Chaired by Councillor K Jay.

Present: Councillors B Callear, D Finch, K Jay, J Jesson, R Jupp, N Pearson, D Rowley and Clerk G
O’Carroll.

Three members of the public were present.

183/20 APOLOGIES – all Councillor present. 184/20 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Councillor Rowley requested an amendment of minute 176/20. To clarify the error - Councillor Rowley did join the YLCA branch meeting via GoToMeeting app. Councillor Pearson was unable to join this.

185/20 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Councillor Jesson referred to minute 181/20, and explained that having given some thought, she would prefer to resign as a Parish Councillor. Councillor Jesson offered to continue to attend Parish Council meetings until a replacement was found, up until the elections in May 2021. A formal letter of resignation will be forwarded onto the Chair and the Clerk. The Clerk confirmed on receipt of written resignation the information will be forwarded onto the Electoral Services at Rotherham MBC, and the necessary notices will be displayed.

Councillor Jesson would like to continue with her involvement of the Book Swap Library. The Parish Council welcomed this.

All Parish Councillors thanked Councillor Jesson for all of her support and hard work, and that they would be sad to see her leave the Parish Council, but wished her well.

186/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – no declarations of interest were raised. 187/20 TO ADJOURN THE MEETING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The meeting was adjourned for public participation, see separate report. 188/20 CORRESPONDENCE.
No correspondence received.

188/20 MATTERS RELATING TO THE RECREATION GROUNDS

(a) No further updates have been received from the Drainage team at Rotherham MBC. 189/20 MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
(a) A response from Stuart Fletcher, Legal Services at Rotherham MBC, confirmed that it was resolved at the Council meeting held on 30 September 2020, that the final outcome of the Community Governance Review that there be no change to the current arrangements in respect of the Parish boundary between Ravenfield and Bramley. Councillor Rowley explained that we can revisit this in two years’ time, but asked if this was from the date of the Council meeting, or the date of the report? Action: Clerk to investigate.
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(b) No information or updates have been received regarding Woodlaithes Balancing Pond. Councillors enquired if the company “Wildscape” who are currently looking to place free wildlife ponds maybe interested in taking over the pond as part of their wildlife studies? Action: Clerk to investigate.
(c) The Parish Council continues to follow Covid-19 social distancing measures. The Parish Hall remains closed, until further notice. Councillors discussed offering the Parish Hall as a Covid-19 vaccination venue. All Councillors welcomed the idea, but agreed that consideration of parking and storage facilities of the vaccine would need more thought, and also the duration of use. It was resolved to wait until we are approached by Rotherham MBC and discuss further in receipt of more detail.
(a) Christmas Lights are all switched on, but one string of lights on the Conifer tree seem not to be on/working outside the Cavalier pub. It is not known if there is a fault, or if the tree has grown causing not to be visible. Resolved to add Christmas lights to the agenda early Autumn 2021 to test lighting and evaluate the situation. A member of the public did ask why there are no Christmas lights on at the crossroads? The Clerk explained the associated costs with having an electricity meter box fitted, and the bills generated from this. In addition, the cost of hiring/purchasing lighting. The Parish Council agreed that it was not justifiable to spend such a large amount of the precept money.

190/20 MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH HALL

(a) Parish Hall Extension. The disabled toilet sink tap has been replaced, and is now working
(b) Parish Hall storage request, received from the new baby group due to start classes in the new year. The Clerk has previously explained that there are no spare storage facilities within the Parish Hall at this time. The baby group are looking to store plastic play equipment and mats and have enquired of an outdoor storage box, to be supplied by the group. Councillors resolved to invite to meet at the Parish Hall and discuss proposed storage and location. There are plans to update the outside area in Spring 2021 with the implementation of outdoor seating, and any storage box would need to be discreetly hidden. Action: Clerk to arrange a meeting, Councillor Pearson and Councillor Rowley offered to attend.
(c) Silverwood Community Chest Grant – the Clerk confirmed that a recent application to secure funds to purchase 100 x new chairs and 4 x new tables had been successful, and the Parish Council have been awarded £2311.00. The Parish Council thanked Councillor Napper for his assistance. Many of the current chairs (approximately 70) have been repaired, but may be of use to others. It was resolved to offer the chairs free of charge to other Parish Councils, to the local Scout group, and finally to advertise on eBay. Action: Clerk to arrange removal of chairs before purchasing new.

191/20 PLANNING

RB2020/1583 – 13 Longfield Drive, Ravenfield. Single storey front and rear extension. Councillor Pearson made the Parish Council aware that the deeds to his property has a covenant in place that reads the property should not be extended towards the road, and questioned if the planning department was aware of this. Action: The Clerk to consult with Rotherham MBC Planning. No other objections raised.

RB2020/1784 – 14 St James Drive, Ravenfield. First floor extension. No objections raised. 192/20 EXTERNAL MEETINGS
Councillor Jay confirmed attendance of RMBC Parish Council briefing. 193/20 YORKSHIRE LOCAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATIONS
194/20 MINOR ITEMS AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Councillor Pearson asked if a date could be set, for the removal of the wreath from the war memorial, and for the same date to be used every year. It was resolved this be 12 December.

195/20 FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a) Update on Council’s finances. The information was noted and approved.
(b) Payments to be made were approved. The Clerk explained that the PRS PPL Music Licence had been reduced to only cover 3 events in the Hall for the period October 2020 – October 2021 (due to the Hall being closed in relation to Covid-19 restrictions). If more than 3 events take place, we will need to increase the premium.
(c) The 2021/2022 budget was approved. Councillor Rowley enquired if we are due any further CIL payments?
Action: Clerk to investigate and update the budget plan accordingly. 196/20 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The date and time of the next meeting was confirmed as 14 January 2021 at 6.30pm, and will be hosted by video, on the Zoom platform.

197/20 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was moved that under Section 100(A)4 of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12(A) of such Act indicated, as now amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, information relates to finance and business affairs. It was moved that under Section 100(A)4 of the Local Government Act 1972 the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

198/20 DISCUSSION OF ITEMS FOR WHICH THE PRESS AND PUBLIC HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED.

199/20 CLOSURE OF MEETING

The meeting was closed at 8:17pm.
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Councillor Napper asked if the public would please report and siting’s of 4x4’s, off road bikes etc to the police. These vehicles are causing damage throughout the area, with direct access across to woodland and fields via Hollings Lane. If Ogden’s (the land owners) would agree to spend money to prevent access it would help resolve the matter, but unfortunately Ogden’s have refused any spend.
